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Welcome to Cape Town, where vibrant artistic expression thrives 
amidst breathtaking landscapes. From world-class theatres 
staging captivating performances to galleries showcasing diverse 
artistic talent, the city is a cultural treasure trove. Whether you’re 
drawn to good theatre, classical music, opera, contemporary art, 
or community-driven creativity, Cape Town offers an unforgettable 
journey into its rich cultural fabric.



CAPTIVATING PERFORMANCES
AT THE THEATRE
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CAPTIVATING PERFORMANCES
AT THE THEATRE



ARTSCAPE 
THEATRE
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Located in the Foreshore district, the Artscape Theatre 
Centre is Cape Town’s flagship venue for the performing 
arts. Since its opening in 1971, it has been a hub for opera, 
ballet, and large-scale musicals. With its grand stage and 
impeccable acoustics, the opera house remains a favourite  
for performers and audiences alike.

Artscape is also deeply committed to community upliftment 
through educational programmes and artist development 
initiatives. Its vision of making the arts accessible to everyone 
reflects Cape Town’s diversity. From hosting renowned 
international productions to nurturing local talent, Artscape 
continues to shape the city’s cultural life.
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Situated in the leafy suburb of Rondebosch, The Baxter 
has been a cultural landmark since 1977. Built with a legacy 
bequest from Dr W Duncan Baxter to the University of Cape 
Town, the theatre has long fostered the arts in Cape Town.
The Baxter is known for its diverse repertoire, including drama, 
ballet, comedy, and music. Its main theatre, concert hall, 
and intimate studio theatre host both local and international 
productions, ensuring a vibrant programme for all audiences. 
The theatre’s enduring commitment to showcasing innovative 
and impactful works has cemented its reputation as a beacon 
of artistic excellence.



THE BAXTER



EXPERIENCE ART AND MUSIC WOVEN
INTO THE FABRIC OF THE CITY



WWW.THISIS.CAPETOWN  |  11



THEATRE  
ON THE BAY
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Set in the scenic suburb of Camps Bay, Theatre on the Bay 
combines coastal charm with exceptional performances. 
Established by theatre impresario Pieter Toerien, this venue 
offers a diverse selection of dramas, musicals, and comedies.

The intimate setting ensures a close connection between 
performers and the audience, creating memorable 
experiences. Its location near Camps Bay’s renowned 
beaches and restaurants makes it a perfect addition  
to a cultural and leisure-filled evening.
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Located in Wynberg’s picturesque Maynardville Park, 
this open-air theatre is renowned for its Shakespearean 
productions under the stars. The venue’s serene natural 
setting, complete with wooded surroundings, offers a unique 
and magical experience for audiences.

In addition to its Shakespeare in the Park series, Maynardville 
occasionally features ballet and contemporary works, 
catering to a wide range of artistic tastes. The combination 
of theatre and nature makes it a standout in Cape Town’s 
cultural landscape.



MAYNARDVILLE 
OPEN-AIR THEATRE



FROM CONCERT HALLS TO OPEN-AIR THEATRES,  
CAPE TOWN SETS THE SCENE
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COMMUNITY 
THEATRE 
AND LOCAL CREATIVITY
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Cape Town’s community theatres celebrate storytelling  
and grassroots artistry. Guga S’Thebe Arts and Cultural 
Centre in Langa provides a platform for youth and local 
artists to showcase their creativity. Similarly, the  
Makukhanye Arts Room in Khayelitsha, known as the  
‘shack theatre’, is recognised for its intimate performances 
reflecting community narratives.

These theatres highlight Cape Town’s diversity and  
passion for the arts. While operating on smaller budgets, 
their contributions to the cultural fabric of the city are 
invaluable, offering unique perspectives and fostering  
a love for performance.

COMMUNITY 
THEATRE 
AND LOCAL CREATIVITY
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Cape Town’s theatre offerings extend beyond its major 
venues, with smaller spaces contributing to a vibrant 
cultural scene. The Kalk Bay Theatre in the coastal suburb 
of Kalk Bay is known for intimate performances ranging from 
cabaret to musicals. In Somerset West, the Playhouse Theatre 
blends amateur and professional productions, providing  
a welcoming space for performers and audiences alike.

The Masque Theatre in Muizenberg captivates with its 
eclectic lineup of plays and community events, while 
Magnet Theatre and Theatre Arts in Observatory encourages 
experimental and youth-focused productions. Across the city, 
from the southern suburbs to the northern reaches, Cape 
Town’s theatres ensure the arts are accessible and thriving.



MORE 
THEATRES 
ACROSS CAPE TOWN



ART GALLERIES: A VISUAL FEAST
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CONTEMPORARY AND

AFRICAN
ART
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Cape Town’s galleries showcase a rich array of works 
celebrating both contemporary and African art. 

The Iziko South African National Gallery houses an 
impressive collection of South African and international  
art. Its exhibits range from historical masterpieces to  
cutting-edge contemporary works. 

In De Waterkant, the Goodman Gallery is recognised for 
its commitment to social justice, showcasing artists who 
challenge conventions and foster dialogue on global and 
African perspectives through dynamic exhibitions.
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Cape Town offers immersive and distinctive art 
experiences that blend visual creativity with natural  
and architectural beauty. Located in Tokai, the Norval 
Foundation boasts a remarkable collection of contemporary 
African art. Its features include a serene sculpture garden 
and picturesque views of a nearby wetland reserve, creating 
a harmonious blend of art and nature.

At the V&A Waterfront, Southern Guild uniquely merges 
fine art with functional design. The gallery celebrates 
craftsmanship and cultural storytelling, offering visitors  
a glimpse into the intersection of art and design 

The Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (Zeitz 
MOCAA), also located in the V&A Waterfront, is housed 
in a beautifully repurposed grain silo. This iconic space 
celebrates contemporary African art through carefully 
curated exhibitions, blending bold creativity with striking 
architectural design.



UNIQUE ART  
EXPERIENCES



IMMERSE YOURSELF IN A CITY 
WHERE CREATIVITY NEVER RESTS
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Beyond the prominent galleries, Cape Town is home to 
a variety of smaller spaces that cater to eclectic tastes 
and emerging talent. The Woodstock district is a haven for 
innovation, with galleries showcasing experimental works 
and fresh perspectives. In the City Bowl, spaces such as  
99 Loop Gallery and Eclectica Contemporary celebrate  
bold artistic expressions.

Further afield, the RLabs House in Mitchells Plain combines 
art with community upliftment, reflecting the creativity 
of local artists. From intimate exhibitions to community-
driven projects, Cape Town’s hidden gems ensure there’s 
something for every visitor to discover. making their theatre 
experience all the more memorable.



DIVERSE ART 
VENUES AND HIDDEN GEMS



FIRST 
THURSDAYS 
A CULTURAL CELEBRATION
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On every first Thursday of the month, Cape Town’s city 
centre comes alive with art, culture, and community. 
Galleries stay open late, and the streets buzz with pop-up 
exhibitions, live performances, and food stalls. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to immerse yourself in the city’s creative energy.



CLASSICAL MUSIC
IN CAPE TOWN



CLASSICAL MUSIC
IN CAPE TOWN
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The Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra (CPO) is one  
of South Africa’s most prestigious musical institutions. 
Founded in 1914, the orchestra performs regularly at the 
Artscape Theatre and the historic Cape Town City Hall, 
a venue renowned for its Edwardian architecture and 
outstanding acoustics.

Beyond its classical repertoire, the CPO collaborates with 
contemporary artists and film composers, demonstrating 
its versatility. Its outreach initiatives, including the CPO 
Academy, nurture young talent, ensuring the orchestra’s 
legacy continues to inspire future generations. Whether 
performing symphonies or modern compositions, the  
CPO delivers an unparalleled musical experience.



CAPE TOWN  
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA



CAPE 
TOWN 
OPERA
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Cape Town Opera (CTO) is Africa’s largest and 
most active opera company, celebrated for its bold 
productions that blend classic and contemporary 
narratives. Its repertoire ranges from traditional operas  
to works rooted in African stories, offering audiences  
a rich and dynamic cultural experience.

The CTO’s international tours and collaborations have 
earned it acclaim on global stages. Locally, it plays a vital  
role in developing emerging talent through mentorship  
and education. Performances at venues such as the Artscape 
Theatre showcase the company’s commitment to excellence 
and its contribution to Cape Town’s cultural prominence.

CAPE 
TOWN 
OPERA



CAPE TOWN’S CULTURAL TREASURES,
WAITING TO BE DISCOVERED
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CAPE TOWN’S CULTURAL TREASURES,
WAITING TO BE DISCOVERED
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Cape Town’s classical music scene is further enriched by 
the Cape Town Concert Series, established in 1955 as the 
Cape Town Concert Club. As South Africa’s premier recital 
and chamber music platform, it has presented over 1000 
recitals since inception, featuring both international and local 
artists. The series hosts its concerts at The Baxter’s concert 
hall, renowned for its superb acoustics and fine Steinway 
concert grand piano.

Complementing this, the University of Cape Town’s South 
African College of Music (SACM) offers a rich array of public 
performances. The UCT Symphony Orchestra, comprising 
students from various disciplines, presents four concerts 
annually, including the SACM Showcase Gala Concert and  
the Concerto Festival. These events, often held at The 
Baxter’s concert hall, provide a platform for emerging talent 
and contribute significantly to Cape Town’s vibrant classical 
music landscape.



MORE 
CLASSICAL 

MUSIC 
PERFORMANCES



SAFETY TIPS
FOR EXPLORING CAPE TOWN’S ARTS SCENE
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When exploring Cape Town’s cultural venues, it is essential 
to plan ahead to ensure a seamless and enriching 
experience. Familiarise yourself with the locations you 
intend to visit and check their operating hours in advance. 
Ensuring reliable transportation, whether through public 
transit, ride-hailing apps, or private arrangements, will also 
help you navigate the city with ease.

When venturing out at night, stick to well-lit, populated areas 
to prioritise your safety. Avoid isolated streets or unfamiliar 
routes, and if possible, travel in a group or with a trusted 
guide. Keep your belongings secure at all times, and avoid 
carrying valuables openly to minimise the risk of theft.

For added peace of mind, consider carrying a fully charged 
mobile phone and saving emergency contact numbers for 
quick access. Being aware of your surroundings and using 
trusted resources for navigation will help you enjoy Cape 
Town’s cultural offerings safely and comfortably.
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Discover the heart of 
Cape Town’s culture
Cape Town’s theatres, galleries, and classical music 
performances offer a gateway to its soul, blending 
creativity, history, and modern innovation. From iconic 
venues to hidden gems, the city invites you to explore and 
experience its vibrant artistic culture. There is so much more 
to discover, with additional theatres, classical music, and 
galleries enriching the city’s dynamic cultural landscape.

This brochure offers only a curated selection and is by 
no means a comprehensive guide. There are many more 
venues & groups across Cape Town contributing to its 
vibrant arts scene.

Choose Cape Town to immerse yourself in a world 
of creativity and inspiration. For more information,  
visit www.thisis.capetown/arts-and-culture





www.thisis.capetown

 @thisis.capetownza      @thisis.capetownza      @thisis.capetownza

http://www.thisis.capetown
https://www.facebook.com/thisis.capetownza
https://www.instagram.com/thisis.capetownza/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN-i4thADat8w02vNqSo0-g?view_as=subscriber



